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April 11, 2022 
 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC  20590 
 
Honorable Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
Please accept this letter of support for the Partnership for Active Regional Transportation and Neighborhood 
Equity in Rutherfordton and Spindale (PARTNERS) grant application to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s 
RAISE Program. This project is the result of a collaborative partnership between the Town of Rutherfordton, the 
Town of Spindale, and the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) to convert Charlotte 
Road/Main Street into a complete street that safely and equitably serves all modes of transportation connecting 
these rural communities. The project begins in Rutherfordton at Maple Street and continues 2.5 miles east to 
Oakland Road in Spindale and will include sidewalks, a multi-use path, safer intersections and crossing 
opportunities, bus shelters, EV charging capabilities, improved stormwater management, and connections to 
existing greenways.  
 
This corridor is the primary connection between the two towns and is a critical route to essential community 
resources such as the Rutherfordton Hospital and Spindale Elementary School. While the existing roadway 
primarily serves motorists, this project will build on past investments to provide safe and efficient transportation 
options for all modes, with an emphasis on the needs of the low-income neighborhoods along the corridor and 
the historically disadvantaged community of Spindale. The project is a critical step forward to enhance the 
vitality, vibrancy, and economic competitiveness of our rural downtowns and public spaces.  
 
All project components were strategically developed to meet the current and future needs along the corridor. 
This project will increase multimodal access along the roadway with the goal of increasing the share of bicyclists, 
pedestrians, and transit riders; as such, the project prioritizes improvements that will facilitate safe 
transportation for all modes as well as safe roadway interactions. This includes strategically placing bus stops, 
upgrading intersections with crosswalks, bump-outs, and pedestrian signals, and providing pedestrian facilities 
that are better separated from vehicular traffic. Removing barriers to pedestrian and bicycle travel along the 
corridor will make the roadway work just as well for those who rely on active modes of transportation as it does 
for vehicles – creating a more equitable and vibrant corridor. By providing connections to the Thermal Belt Rail 
Trail and the Purple-Martin greenways, the project will create regionally significant multimodal connections that 
enhance access to employment opportunities, such as the planned Rutherfordton Industrial Park, as well as 
recreational amenities that promote public health and community engagement. Together, these improvements 
will create a corridor where people live, work, and play – an asset that is rare in many rural communities. 
 
 



Rutherford County government provides the Transit, EMS, Sheriff’s Office and other critical services to our 
citizens and visitors to the County and the improvements proposed for this project will greatly improve 
accessibility, driving time, and safety especially recognizing that this road and especially the College 
Avenue/Hwy. 74-A, Railroad Avenue, and 74-B intersection sees more traffic than any other intersection in the 
County. The transformation of this corridor has been years in the making for the impacted local governments 
and from a planned industrial park and workforce housing development, to streetscaping and a new skate park, 
to increased use of the Thermal Belt Rail Trail and Purple Martin Trail, increased visitation of our quaint and 
historic down towns, the County, development along this corridor has been prioritized. This RAISE grant project 
would allow the identified community partners, local governments and NCDOT to create a vibrant and inclusive 
transportation corridor that connects people to places, serves the existing and planned investments in the area, 
encourages further investment, and fosters community cohesion and a sense of local pride.  
 
Thank you for considering the PARTNERS grant application for RAISE program funding. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Steve Garrison 
County Manager 
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Friday, March 25, 2022 
 
 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg  
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  
Washington, DC 20590  
 
Via U.S. Mail and electronic submission 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
It is my pleasure to write in strong support of the Partnership for Active Regional Transportation 
and Neighborhood Equity in Rutherfordton and Spindale (“PARTNERS”) grant application to the 
U.S. Department of Transportation’s RAISE Program. This project is the result of a collaborative 
partnership between the Town of Rutherfordton, the Town of Spindale, and the North Carolina 
Department of Transportation (“NCDOT”) to convert Charlotte Road/Main Street into a 
complete street that safely and equitably serves all modes of transportation connecting these 
rural communities. The project begins in Rutherfordton at Maple Street and continues 2.5 miles 
east to Oakland Road in Spindale and will include sidewalks, a multi-use path, safer intersections 
and crossing opportunities, bus shelters, EV charging capabilities, improved stormwater 
management, and connections to existing greenways.  
 
This corridor is the primary connection between the two towns and is a critical route to essential 
community resources, including the Rutherford Regional Health System hospital and Spindale 
Elementary School. While the existing roadway primarily serves motorists, this project will build 
on past investments to provide safe and efficient transportation options for all modes, with an 
emphasis on the needs of the low-income neighborhoods along the corridor and the historically 
disadvantaged community of Spindale. The project represents a critical step forward to enhance 
the vitality, vibrancy, and economic competitiveness of our rural downtowns and public spaces.  
 
All project components were strategically developed to meet current and future needs along the 
corridor. This project will increase multimodal access along the roadway with the goal of 
increasing the share of bicyclists, pedestrians, and transit riders; as such, the project prioritizes 
improvements that will facilitate safe transportation for all modes as well as safe roadway 
interactions. This includes strategically placing bus stops, upgrading intersections with 
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crosswalks, bump-outs, and pedestrian signals, and providing pedestrian facilities that are better 
separated from vehicular traffic. Removing barriers to pedestrian and bicycle travel along the 
corridor will make the roadway work just as well for those who rely on active modes of 
transportation as it does for vehicles – creating a more equitable and vibrant corridor. By 
providing connections to the Purple Martin Greenway and the Thermal Belt Rail Trail, the project 
will create regionally significant multimodal connections that enhance access to employment 
opportunities, including the planned Rutherfordton Industrial Park, as well as recreational 
amenities that promote public health and community engagement. Together, these 
improvements will create a corridor where people live, work, and play – an asset that is rare in 
many rural communities. 
 
As noted above, the corridor entertained by the PARTNERS project provides a critical route to 
Spindale Elementary School, one of ten elementary schools operated by Rutherford County 
Schools. Proposed improvements to that corridor will provide immediate, demonstrable, and 
powerful benefits not only to the school and its immediate vicinity, but also to the many hundreds 
of children and families it serves on a daily basis each day. The project will dramatically enhance 
the critical transportation infrastructure on which our school buses, parent drivers, and school 
employees routinely rely. Further, it will create safe, appropriate, and beneficial opportunities 
and access points for students and families to walk or bicycle to and from the school’s campus 
and to enjoy safe, reliable, efficient, and inviting access to existing trailways that promote active 
living and healthy lifestyles.  
 
The transformation of this corridor has been years in the making for Rutherfordton and Spindale. 
From a planned industrial park and workforce housing development to streetscaping and a new 
skate park, both towns have prioritized development along this corridor. This RAISE grant project 
would allow Rutherfordton, Spindale, and NCDOT to create a vibrant and inclusive 
transportation corridor that connects people to places, serves the existing and planned 
investments in the area, encourages further investment, and fosters both community cohesion 
and a sense of local pride. I strongly encourage you to review the PARTNERS grant application 
carefully and to support this critical project with RAISE Program funding so that both towns may 
realize those transformational benefits.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
David M. Sutton, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 





 Foothills Rural Planning Organization (RPO) 

111. West Court Street, PO Box 841
Rutherfordton, NC 28139

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg  
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  
Washington, DC 20590  
March 31, 2022 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

Please accept this letter of support for the Partnership for Active Regional Transportation and Neighborhood Equity 

in Rutherfordton and Spindale (PARTNERS) grant application to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s RAISE 

Program. This project is the result of a collaborative partnership between the Town of Rutherfordton, the Town of 

Spindale, and the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) to convert Charlotte Road/Main Street into 

a complete street that safely and equitably serves all modes of transportation connecting these rural communities. 

The project begins in Rutherfordton at Maple Street and continues 2.5 miles east to Oakland Road in Spindale and 

will include sidewalks, a multi-use path, safer intersections and crossing opportunities, bus shelters, EV charging 

capabilities, improved stormwater management, and connections to existing greenways.  

This corridor is the primary connection between the two towns and is a critical route to essential community 

resources such as the Rutherfordton Hospital and Spindale Elementary School. While the existing roadway primarily 

serves motorists, this project will build on past investments to provide safe and efficient transportation options for 

all modes, with an emphasis on the needs of the low-income neighborhoods along the corridor and the historically 

disadvantaged community of Spindale. The project is a critical step forward to enhance the vitality, vibrancy, and 

economic competitiveness of our rural downtowns and public spaces.  

All project components were strategically developed to meet the current and future needs along the corridor. This 

project will increase multimodal access along the roadway with the goal of increasing the share of bicyclists, 

pedestrians, and transit riders; as such, the project prioritizes improvements that will facilitate safe transportation 

for all modes as well as safe roadway interactions. This includes strategically placing bus stops, upgrading 

intersections with crosswalks, bump-outs, and pedestrian signals, and providing pedestrian facilities that are better 

separated from vehicular traffic. Removing barriers to pedestrian and bicycle travel along the corridor will make the 

roadway work just as well for those who rely on active modes of transportation as it does for vehicles – creating a 

more equitable and vibrant corridor. By providing connections to the Purple-Martin Greenway and the Thermal Belt 

Rail Trail, the project will create regionally significant multimodal connections that enhance access to employment 

opportunities, such as the planned Rutherfordton Industrial Park, as well as recreational amenities that promote 

public health and community engagement. Together, these improvements will create a corridor where people live, 

work, and play – an asset that is rare in many rural communities. 

Foothills RPO has been involved in this project since it was conceived. The RPO submitted the idea to NCDOT in 2017 

and was awarded a $25,000 grant to study the feasibility of improving bicycle and pedestrian access, improve safety 

and further the street’s connections to the then future Thermal Belt Rail Trail and Purple Martin Greenway. Five 

years has seen significant progress as Thermal Belt Rail Trail, phase 1 has been completed, as well as the Purple 

Martin Greenway. At Rutherfordton’s and Spindale’s request, the RPO in 2019 submitted several projects for 

consideration into the 2023-2032 STIP that are part of this project. This one project will provide significant 

improvements for bicyclists, pedestrians, and transit riders. Motorists will see increased safety and reduced traffic 



delay, along the entire project.  It will also provide more reliability and safety to freight traffic which form a significant 

portion of the local traffic (10% in 2019-NCDOT). 

The transformation of this corridor has been years in the making for Rutherfordton and Spindale. From a planned 

industrial park and workforce housing development to streetscaping and a new skate park, both towns have 

prioritized development along this corridor. This RAISE grant project would allow Rutherfordton, Spindale, and 

NCDOT to create a vibrant and inclusive transportation corridor that connects people to places, serves the existing 

and planned investments in the area, encourages further investment, and fosters community cohesion and a sense 

of local pride.  

Thank you for considering the PARTNERS grant application for RAISE program funding. 

Sincerely, 

Karyl Fuller 

RPO Director 













 

Via email:  RAISEgrants@dot.gov 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg  
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  
Washington, DC 20590  
 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

Please accept this letter of support for the Partnership for Active Regional Transportation and Neighborhood Equity 
in Rutherfordton and Spindale (PARTNERS) grant application to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s RAISE 
Program. This project is the result of a collaborative partnership between the Town of Rutherfordton, the Town of 
Spindale, and the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) to convert Charlotte Road/Main Street into a 
complete street that safely and equitably serves all modes of transportation connecting these rural communities. The 
project begins in Rutherfordton at Maple Street and continues 2.5 miles east to Oakland Road in Spindale and will 
include sidewalks, a multi-use path, safer intersections and crossing opportunities, bus shelters, EV charging capabilities, 
improved stormwater management, and connections to existing greenways.  

This corridor is the primary connection between the two towns and is a critical route to essential community resources 
such as the Rutherfordton Hospital and Spindale Elementary School. While the existing roadway primarily serves 
motorists, this project will build on past investments to provide safe and efficient transportation options for all modes, 
with an emphasis on the needs of the low-income neighborhoods along the corridor and the historically disadvantaged 
community of Spindale. The project is a critical step forward to enhance the vitality, vibrancy, and economic 
competitiveness of our rural downtowns and public spaces.  

All project components were strategically developed to meet the current and future needs along the corridor. This 
project will increase multimodal access along the roadway with the goal of increasing the share of bicyclists, pedestrians, 
and transit riders; as such, the project prioritizes improvements that will facilitate safe transportation for all modes as 
well as safe roadway interactions. This includes strategically placing bus stops, upgrading intersections with crosswalks, 
bump-outs, and pedestrian signals, and providing pedestrian facilities that are better separated from vehicular traffic. 
Removing barriers to pedestrian and bicycle travel along the corridor will make the roadway work just as well for those 
who rely on active modes of transportation as it does for vehicles – creating a more equitable and vibrant corridor. By 
providing connections to the Purple-Martin Greenway and the Thermal Belt Rail Trail, the project will create regionally 
significant multimodal connections that enhance access to employment opportunities, such as the planned 
Rutherfordton Industrial Park, as well as recreational amenities that promote public health and community 
engagement. Together, these improvements will create a corridor where people live, work, and play – an asset that is 
rare in many rural communities. 

As a resident of Rutherford County, I am an enthusiastic supporter of alternative transportation options for cyclists and 
pedestrians.  For those options to become truly viable rather than just visionary, the creation of safe, useful and 

mailto:RAISEgrants@dot.gov


 

 

convenient corridors of dedicated lanes, trails and pathways is a must.  The construction and opening of a new 
interchange at US Highway 221 and Charlotte Road will significantly redirect existing vehicular traffic patterns, especially 
for local drivers.  The development of a ‘complete street’ transportation system along both sides of the interchange will 
establish a highly visible example of the type of roadway improvements we hope to see built throughout Rutherford 
County and across all of western North Carolina.   

The transformation of this corridor has been years in the making for Rutherfordton and Spindale. From a planned 
industrial park and workforce housing development to streetscaping and a new skate park, both towns have prioritized 
development along this corridor. This RAISE grant project would allow Rutherfordton, Spindale, and NCDOT to create a 
vibrant and inclusive transportation corridor that connects people to places, serves the existing and planned 
investments in the area, encourages further investment, and fosters community cohesion and a sense of local pride.  

Thank you for considering the PARTNERS grant application for RAISE program funding. 

Sincerely, 

RUTHERFORD SQUARE PARTNERS, LLC 

 

Charles E. Ellis, Jr. 
Manager 
 

Cc:   Doug Barrick, Rutherfordton Town Manager 
 dbarrick@rutherfordton.net 
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The Honorable Pete Buttigieg  
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  
Washington, DC 20590  
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
Please accept this letter of support for the Partnership for Active Regional Transportation and 
Neighborhood Equity in Rutherfordton and Spindale (PARTNERS) grant application to the U.S. 
Department of Transportation’s RAISE Program. This project is the result of a collaborative 
partnership between the Town of Rutherfordton, the Town of Spindale, and the North Carolina 
Department of Transportation (NCDOT) to convert Charlotte Road/Main Street into a complete 
street that safely and equitably serves all modes of transportation connecting these rural 
communities. The project begins in Rutherfordton at Maple Street and continues 2.5 miles east to 
Oakland Road in Spindale and will include sidewalks, a multi-use path, safer intersections and 
crossing opportunities, bus shelters, EV charging capabilities, improved stormwater management, 
and connections to existing greenways.  
 
This corridor is the primary connection between the two towns and is a critical route to essential 
community resources such as the Rutherfordton Hospital and Spindale Elementary School. While 
the existing roadway primarily serves motorists, this project will build on past investments to 
provide safe and efficient transportation options for all modes, with an emphasis on the needs of 
the low-income neighborhoods along the corridor and the historically disadvantaged community 
of Spindale. The project is a critical step forward to enhance the vitality, vibrancy, and economic 
competitiveness of our rural downtowns and public spaces.  
 
All project components were strategically developed to meet the current and future needs along 
the corridor. This project will increase multimodal access along the roadway with the goal of 
increasing the share of bicyclists, pedestrians, and transit riders; as such, the project prioritizes 
improvements that will facilitate safe transportation for all modes as well as safe roadway 
interactions. This includes strategically placing bus stops, upgrading intersections with crosswalks, 
bump-outs, and pedestrian signals, and providing pedestrian facilities that are better separated 
from vehicular traffic. Removing barriers to pedestrian and bicycle travel along the corridor will 
make the roadway work just as well for those who rely on active modes of transportation as it 
does for vehicles – creating a more equitable and vibrant corridor. By providing connections to the 
Purple-Martin Greenway and the Thermal Belt Rail Trail, the project will create regionally 
significant multimodal connections that enhance access to employment opportunities, such as the 
planned Rutherfordton Industrial Park, as well as recreational amenities that promote public 
health and community engagement. Together, these improvements will create a corridor where 
people live, work, and play – an asset that is rare in many rural communities. 
 
Rutherford Housing Partnership has partnered with both Spindale and Rutherfordton in the past 
and more recently, developed a continued partnership with Spindale as we work to revitalize a 
neighborhood located near Main Street in Spindale.  This corridor would greatly benefit 
community residents as they would be able to access critical community services that are currently 
located in Rutherfordton.  Community residents would have better health benefits with outdoor 
recreation and access to the hospital and better economic and job prospects connecting them to 
where they currently live. 



 

PO Box 1525 
Rutherfordton, NC 28139 

www.rutherfordhousingpartnership.com 
Office: (828) 248-3431     Fax: (828) 245-2837 

 
The transformation of this corridor has been years in the making for Rutherfordton and Spindale. From a planned industrial 
park and workforce housing development to streetscaping and a new skate park, both towns have prioritized development 
along this corridor. This RAISE grant project would allow Rutherfordton, Spindale, and NCDOT to create a vibrant and 
inclusive transportation corridor that connects people to places, serves the existing and planned investments in the area, 
encourages further investment, and fosters community cohesion and a sense of local pride.  

Thank you for considering the PARTNERS grant application for RAISE program funding. 

Sincerely, 

 

Melissa Ailiff 
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The Honorable Pete Buttigieg  

U.S. Department of Transportation  

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  

Washington, DC 20590  

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

Please accept this letter of support for the Partnership for Active Regional Transportation and 

Neighborhood Equity in Rutherfordton and Spindale (PARTNERS) grant application to the U.S. 

Department of Transportation’s RAISE Program. This project is the result of a collaborative partnership 

between the Town of Rutherfordton, the Town of Spindale, and the North Carolina Department of 

Transportation (NCDOT) to convert Charlotte Road/Main Street into a complete street that safely and 

equitably serves all modes of transportation connecting these rural communities. The project begins in 

Rutherfordton at Maple Street and continues 2.5 miles east to Oakland Road in Spindale and will include 

sidewalks, a multi-use path, safer intersections and crossing opportunities, bus shelters, EV charging 

capabilities, improved stormwater management, and connections to existing greenways.  

This corridor is the primary connection between the two towns and is a critical route to essential 

community resources such as the Rutherfordton Hospital and Spindale Elementary School. While the 

existing roadway primarily serves motorists, this project will build on past investments to provide safe and 

efficient transportation options for all modes, with an emphasis on the needs of the low-income 

neighborhoods along the corridor and the historically disadvantaged community of Spindale. The project is 

a critical step forward to enhance the vitality, vibrancy, and economic competitiveness of our rural 

downtowns and public spaces.  

All project components were strategically developed to meet the current and future needs along the 

corridor. This project will increase multimodal access along the roadway with the goal of increasing the 

share of bicyclists, pedestrians, and transit riders; as such, the project prioritizes improvements that will 

facilitate safe transportation for all modes as well as safe roadway interactions. This includes strategically 

placing bus stops, upgrading intersections with crosswalks, bump-outs, and pedestrian signals, and 

providing pedestrian facilities that are better separated from vehicular traffic. Removing barriers to 

pedestrian and bicycle travel along the corridor will make the roadway work just as well for those who rely 

on active modes of transportation as it does for vehicles – creating a more equitable and vibrant corridor. 

By providing connections to the Purple-Martin Greenway and the Thermal Belt Rail Trail, the project will 

create regionally significant multimodal connections that enhance access to employment opportunities, 

such as the planned Rutherfordton Industrial Park, as well as recreational amenities that promote public 

health and community engagement. Together, these improvements will create a corridor where people live, 

work, and play – an asset that is rare in many rural communities. 

Stonecutter Foundation, Inc. is a small foundation established in 1945 in Spindale, NC. Our mission is to 

enhance the quality of life in our community. 

In 2020, Stonecutter Foundation, Habitat for Humanity of Rutherford County, and Rutherford Housing 

Partnership began a project (Spindale Housing Project) to rehabilitate our housing stock.  Many of our 



neighborhoods went into decline after the closing of textile and furniture factories in the US; our area was 

hit especially hard. 

The collaboration with Stonecutter Foundation, Habitat for Humanity, and Rutherford Housing Partnership 

has resulted in the purchase of properties, the demolition of houses beyond repair and that were an eyesore 

for the neighborhood, Habitat for Humanity homes have been built or are in process, and home renovations 

are completed or in process with Rutherford Housing Partnership.  

We are determined to build back a vibrant town and we believe this PARTNERS project will complement 

the efforts by everyone who is a part of the Spindale Housing Project;  Stonecutter Foundation strongly 

supports it. 

The transformation of this corridor has been years in the making for Rutherfordton and Spindale. From a 

planned industrial park and workforce housing development to streetscaping and a new skate park, both 

towns have prioritized development along this corridor. This RAISE grant project would allow 

Rutherfordton, Spindale, and NCDOT to create a vibrant and inclusive transportation corridor that connects 

people to places, serves the existing and planned investments in the area, encourages further investment, 

and fosters community cohesion and a sense of local pride.  

Thank you for considering the PARTNERS grant application for RAISE program funding. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

                 
Terri C. Barringer 
 

Terri C. Barringer 

Executive Director 

Stonecutter Foundation, Inc. 
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